I0 years, in cases of hypermetropia, and in difficult cases of refraction. Only the refractive error and not the final prescription is used in this study. The vision had to be capable of improvement to at least 6/9 to be included in this series. Table I shows the percentage distribution of refractive errors in the series as a whole, compared with Sorsby's Caucasian series (Sorsby, Benjamin, Davey, Sheridan, and Tanner, I957; Sorsby, Sheridan, Leary, and Benjamin, Ig60 For the Indians the peak is more of a plateau, +2 to -2 D, the hypermetropic peak being 34'7 per cent. and the myopic peak 37 per cent. Figs 3 to 5 (overleaf) illustrate these features, the Chinese showing the greatest shift to the right, and the Indians the least shift, compared with the Caucasian series. Table III (overleaf) compares the total ratio of hypermetropia to myopia in each group to the nearest whole number. The Caucasians show the greatest ratio with 88:12 and the (Fig. 2) .
Results
In Fig. I hypermetropia predominates, a peak between o and + I D accounting for 40 per cent. and between + I and 2 D for 33f4 per cent. The total ratio of hypermetropia to myopia is 88 to I2.
In Fig. 2 Even the ranges show significant differences; in the Caucasians it varies from +IO to -Ii D and in the Malaysians from +5 to -20D . Thus the series shows that the Malaysian population as a whole has an excess of myopia. The development of I D of myopia, unlike hypermetropia, would rapidly attract attention, so that this series could have a slight myopic bias (unlike Sorsby's non-selective series). Even so, the shift of the peak to the right, with a generous myopic distribution, is significant compared with the findings in Caucasians.
When the three ethnic groupings are studied (Table II, Figs 3 to 5), the average myopia in Chinese is 79 per cent., Malays 73 per cent., and Indians 6i per cent. The peaks in all three groups show a shift to the right with a generous myopic tail, which is most marked in the Chinese and least in the Indians, in whom the peak is more of a plateau on either side of o (+2 to -2 D). The Malays are more like the Chinese and both Chinese and Malays also show a sharp fall on the hypermetropic side, whereas in the Indians the fall is more gradual.
The myopia will usually reach a predetermined degree, its extent being decided largely by heredity (Duke-Elder and Abrams, I970) and possibly by race.
Summary
The refractive state of I,500 Malaysian eyes in the three major ethnic groups (Malays, Chinese, and South Indians) is compared with Sorsby's Caucasian series. The Malaysians show an excess of myopia-72 per cent. with the shift of the peak to the myopic side (o to -2 D). The slope on the hypermetropic side is sharp and that on the myopic side gradual. These features are most marked in the Chinese and least marked in the Indians. The racial distribution of the refractive errors is discussed. 
